
Soho Neighbourhood Forum Steering Group Minutes  

Meeting no. 006 

Date 24 February  2016 

Time  5.30pm 

Location Mediterranean Bar, 19 Berwick Street , W1F 0PX 

 

 

Present 

Matthew Bennett (MB) – Chair, Michael Case (MC), Mike Fauconnier-Bank (MF-B), Leslie Hardcastle (LH), 

John James (JJ), Rob Kirk (RK), Clare Lynch (CL), David Morrow (DM), Andrew Murray (AM), Robin Smith 

(RS) and Ken White (KW), with Steve Chambers (SC) in attendance. 

 

 

1.  

Welcome and apologies  

MB welcomed everyone to the meeting. Apologies were received from 

Anna Boyle, Joe Chambers , Lucy Haine, Joan Moynihan, Sandra 

Schembri  and Jessica Stewart. In view of his imminent departure from 

Soho Housing, Joe had asked DM to attend in his place. MB welcomed 

DM. It was unanimously agreed to co-opt DM in Joe’s place. 

 

2.  

Minutes of the last meeting  

Meeting notes from the last meeting were signed off by the Group. 

Thanks to Joan for producing them. 

 

3. 

Matters arising  

Forum bank account: MF-B had progressed opening an account with 

Metro Bank. Signed minutes including the decision to open the account 

were required by the bank, and SG members duly signed the available 

copy. It was hoped the account would be open within a week. 

Website: there was positive feedback on the template AM had 

produced. Some caution was expressed about whether publishing details 

of WG meetings might mislead people regarding Forum policy, which will 

take some time to establish. We only intend to publish key details from 

meetings on summary sheet, as previously agreed. Agreed that it should 

be made clear that policy discussions were only at an early stage. AM to 

move this forward. 

Information from Westminster City Council: MB had emailed SG 

members with notes of a meeting held earlier in the day, and a further 

email with information about data sources. 

MF-B 

 

 

 

AM 

 

 



4. 

 

 

‘Community day’ 

It was agreed that we needed to aim for a public meeting in June, 

perhaps with a wider remit than a ‘vision day’. This would involve active 

discussion among Forum members and be the launch pad for more 

focused plan making. It was also agreed that this should run along with 

the Annual General Meeting. RK pointed out that we would need to start 

planning soon for elections to the Forum Steering Group which would 

take place at the AGM, particularly regarding publicity. 

 

 

MB, MF-B,AM 

5. 

 

 

Update from working groups 

RK asked whether all WGs were currently being ‘chaired’ by SG 

members. This is the case, as WG members have been unwilling to take 

on this responsibility as yet, which was disappointing but perhaps not 

surprising. We hope this will change as people become clearer about 

how WGs will work. 

MC asked whether it there was any objection to the Getting Around WG 

and the Environment WG having a joint meeting to review areas of 

common interest. It was agreed that this was fine if the groups wanted 

to do so. 

CL reported that Living in Soho WG was focusing on housing provision. 

KW was disappointed that residents issues had dropped out of the  

RK raised the question of non-planning issues that were coming up in 

WGs. Agreed that the way forward with these needed to be resolved by 

the AGM. We must be clear about which issues will be part of our 

Neighbourhood Plan, as well as what we will do about other issues. 

 

 

6. 

Calendar of WG meetings 

LH suggested that as far as possible meetings should be held on the 

same day and at the same time each month. Several WGs were already 

operating in this way, while information from meetings was still required 

from some. AM to follow up. 

AM 

7. 
Any Other Business 

None 

 

8. 
The next meeting will be held on 23 March  2016 at 5.30pm. Venue to be 

arranged. 

AM 

 


